XCVII.                                                f
i
CONVERSATIONS IN THE SEAL'S GARDEN.                 I
|
During  the   Swami's  stay in Calcutta,  though  he  made
his headquarters at the Seal's mansion and the Alurnbazar Math alternately by day and night, he was constantly coming and going, as well, from the house of one devotee of Sri Ramakrishna to another. He was entertained frequently by one or other of the princely houses of the metropolis, but he was also to be found as the guest of the most humble followers.
Many distinguished people, and persons of various professions and callings, as well as hundreds of enthusiastic youths and college students used to come daily to the Seal's Garden. Among the former some came to him out of curiosity, some thirsting for knowledge, and others to test his learning and powers. The questioners were invariably charmed with his knowledge and interpretation of the Shastras^ and even great masters of philosophy and university professors sat amazed before his full-blown genius. It seemed as if the Goddess of Learning was speaking through him, and he often impressed one as possessed of Yoga powers and spiritual illumination.
But his heart was with the educated and unmarried youths to whom he was never tired of speaking. He laid great store by^them. He appeared to be consumed with the desire of infusing his spirit into them, and train some energetic and strong-bodied young men of good character and religious temperament, who would be ready to devote their lives to the salvation of.their own souls and to the good of the world. So it was that they found in him a loving teacher ever ready to do anything for them. It was not always on spiritual subjects that he would talk to them, nor would he always say sweet things to them. He would deplore their physical weakness, he would denounce early marriage among them, he would